Film Descriptions
A HOME CALLED NEBRASKA

People in Nebraska wholeheartedly welcome refugees and show that the newcomers
enrich their communities, their economies, and their lives. Here is a compelling
portrait of ordinary people standing up for what is right, inspiring us to do the same.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 1:09 Directed by Beth Gage & George Gage
Convergence Ciderworks, Saturday 1:10pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Saturday 4:25pm

A PLACE TO GROW

The third film in the award-winning Fairfield History Series, it is an insightful and
touching revelation into the hearts and minds of the people who worked the soil in this
small Southeast Iowa community, dating back to its Native American roots.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 1:23 Directed by Dick DeAngelis
Impact Coffee, Friday 1:10pm
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Saturday 1:10pm

AGE OF BRYCE

Smothered by an adoring, over-protective mom, 12-year-old Bryce Yancy Paul (Bip)
is pushed to the brink of pubescent revolution. It’s time to ripen. Bloom. Break the
shackles of parental paranoia. It’s the Age of Bryce. Sometimes a man’s gotta do what a
man’s gotta do.
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 9:50 Directed by David Feagan & Brian Elliott
Convergence Ciderworks, Friday 4pm
Impact Coffee, Sunday 1pm

ALINA

As Nazis separate children from their parents in the Warsaw Ghetto, a gang of women
risks everything to smuggle their friend’s three-month-old baby to safety. Inspired by
true events.
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 24:51 Directed by Rami Kodeih
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Friday 7pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Sunday 1pm

THE ASPIRANT

In a future world, an Elder – a therapist/priest who ages slowly due to hibernation –
struggles to contain his feelings when a brilliant young woman falls in love with him.
But as their age gap narrows and their society is thrown into upheaval, they must
decide what they truly want.
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 19:58 Directed by Adam Orton
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Friday 1pm
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Saturday 1pm

BIGFOOT TOOK MY PHOTO!

Sasha Espinosa was born in New York City and their life has spanned the US, from
earliest memories in Massachusetts to studies in California. They have a particular
interest in telling stories that inspire us to see the good in each other and the beauty
in our world.
ANIMATION Run time: 5:42 Directed by Sasha Espinosa
Convergence Ciderworks, Friday 4pm
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Saturday 10am
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BITTER TASTE OF GINGER

An art film that may remind you of Stanley Kubrick or Wes Anderson by the use of lights,
colors and sets. A plot (if you can find it) filled with unusual characters. Dark comedy.
This film is for mature audiences only.
NARRATIVE FEATURE Run time: 1:15:02 Directed by Brandon C. Lay
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Friday 7pm

THE BOOK KEEPERS

Determined to keep his late-wife’s dream alive, Dick Wall becomes the unlikely
spokesperson for her debut memoir. He is joined on an unexpected cross-country
promotional tour by his filmmaker son. The journey challenges the pair to talk about loss,
relationships and the healing power of sharing stories.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 1:25:00 Directed by Phil Wall
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Saturday 10:20am
Followed by panel with filmmaker Phil Wall and local grief-care professionals
Impact Coffee, Sunday 1:20pm
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CEDAR CREEK

A film about one small but important creek in Jefferson County, Iowa, and what happened
to the water and the wildlife when the creek was altered. Supported by a Community Art
Gathering grant from the BeWildReWild Fund.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 7:06 Directed by Dick DeAngelis
Impact Coffee, Friday 1pm
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Saturday 1pm

THE CHILDREN WILL LEAD THE WAY

The Parkland Project, a youth-inspired songwriting initiative, has released a slate of songs
that tell of the students’ trauma from the shooting at their school in February 2018. They
also reflect a commitment to the student efforts to end the killing of their peers, and to pass
effective gun laws.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 4:18 Directed by Beth Gage & George Gage
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Friday 1pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Saturday 4pm

COO-COO

As Dasha prepares to defend her Ph.D. on the Baikal seal, her advisor is skeptical about
Dasha’s love for animals, and her mother only cares that she not miss night prayers. A story
about conflicts between science and religion, love and suffering, what Dasha wants and
what others push her to do.
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 19:10 Directed by Svetlana Belorussova
Convergence Ciderworks, Friday 4pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Sunday 11am

DEBUT

Aspiring independent professional wrestler Braeden Bend journeys from his last days of
training to his first match. See a skinny midwestern white kid live his dream. You gotta love
his youthful energy and optimism.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 17:11 Directed by Connor Hopkins
Impact Coffee, Friday, 7pm followed by Filmmaker Discussion
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Saturday 10am

DEEP FEARS

A sea otter who is afraid of the ocean is challenged to face his fears when he loses his
precious pink shell necklace at sea.
ANIMATION Run time: 3:23 Directed by Ryan Chu
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Friday 1pm
Impact Coffee, Friday 4pm
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DEVIL’S IN THE DETAILS

A witch gets less than she bargains for when she tries to summon Satan to confront her
ex-boyfriend. An occult comedy.
ANIMATION Runtime: 4:14 Directed by Anna Owenson
Impact Coffee, Saturday 1pm
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Sunday 1pm

THE DRIVER IS RED

Set in 1960 Argentina, this true crime documentary follows the story of secret agent Zvi
Aharoni as he hunts down one of the highest ranking fugitive Nazi war criminals.
ANIMATED SHORT Run time: 14:38 Written, directed, drawn and animated by Randall
Christopher. Voice by Decorah native Mark Pinter.
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Friday 7pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Sunday 1pm

EDGE OF TOWN

Summer Roome’s world is up-ended when her adrift younger brother and wayward
father reenter her life. As new information about old mistakes comes to light, Summer
discovers what she has in common with her family and what she doesn’t.
NARRATIVE FEATURE Run time: 1:43 Directed by Christopher Flippo
Impact Coffee Friday, 4:05pm
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Saturday, 10:20am

Filmmakers’ Reception, T-Bock’s Upstairs, Saturday, 6pm
Executive Picks from Produce Iowa

Directors of Iowa film festivals each nominated the best short film from their recent
festivals. Staff at Produce Iowa, the state office of media production, then selected these
five to share with us this year.

COFFEE SHOP NAMES by Deepak Sethi: Three Indian friends ponder the names

they use at coffee shops instead of their real names. From Snake Alley Festival of Film,
Burlington. Run time: 08:00

NIGHT OF THE SLASHER by Shant Hamassian: A ‘shot-in-one-take‘ slasher film about
a teenage girl who must commit horror movie sins in order to lure a masked killer and
take him out. From Halloweenapolooza, Ottumwa. Run time: 11:16

JUST A GUY by Noah Deist: A guy’s attempts to score a date with the girl next door
takes an unexpected twist. Prairie Grass Film Challenge 2020. Run time: 06:06

SANITY by Retro Neon Film: Lionel Wolfe undergoes a psychiatric evaluation that seeks
to get to the bottom of why he committed one of the most brutal crimes in his small
town‘s history. Best of Des Moines Festival. Run time: 07:58

FLORA by Javier Kühn: A Victorian story about life, death and everything in between.
Julien Dubuque Festival. Run time: 13:16

NARRATIVE SHORTS Run time: 1:00
T-Bock’s Upstairs Saturday 7pm

FROZEN OUT

An émigré retreats to frozen prairies and forests, hoping to find a meaningful story and
escape the anxieties of dislocation. Delivered as a film-letter to the protagonist’s sister
in rural China, the film considers his queer self-exile and the vulnerable nature of home,
relationships, and the self.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 5:00 Directed by Hao Zhou
Convergence Ciderworks, Friday 4pm
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GROWING ON TWO WHEELS

This is Vanessa’s love story for bike trips. Over time, the challenges become very different
when cycling as a family. During her journey from ages 32 to 40, she will have learned to
overcome her doubts and step out of her comfort zone.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 27:51 Directed by Bertrand Lemeunier
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Friday 1pm
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Sunday 11am

HELLO, MY NAME IS....

What does it mean to be transgender? Interviews with 5 he/she/theys give a glimpse into
their lives and the decisions they make. Should shine a light especially for those in the
audience who are not already familiar.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 29:07 Directed by Chris Machian
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Friday 7pm

HER PLACE

Vanessa tells us to our face what her place in this world is.
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 6:00 Directed by Gustavo Solares
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Friday 4pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Sunday 11am

JUST US

Throughout U.S. history, “Just Us” networks have allowed disenfranchised people to function
and thrive. Here is one such community that has emerged in the era of mass incarceration
in Iowa through the eyes of current prisoner Ced Theus. Without ever leaving his cell,
Ced guides the audience through a network of mentors, families, community centers and
activists who are carving out alternative systems of justice and rehabilitation.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 50:22
Directed by Cedric B. Theus & Maya Ben-Shahar
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Friday 8pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Sunday 1:50pm

KEYSTONE

By removing the bison, a keystone species in the American Plains, we have altered an
ecosystem and affected all of its inhabitants. The introduction of cattle into the landscape
further altered the ecosystem. This film looks at bringing back bison herds and restoring the
western prairie.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 28:00 Directed by Maggie O’Dea
Impact Coffee, Saturday, 1pm
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Sunday 1pm

THE LAST DANCE

In the dilapidated city of Baghdad, we find a 15-year-old girl practicing ballet. She
has witnessed many events, including the October Revolution protesting corruption,
unemployment and poor public services. Her life changes with her participation in ballet.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 9:44 Directed by Ahmed Abdulhussein Majeed
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Friday 4pm

LE PRINCE OUBLIE

Through a series of time and fate, a young con artist is faced with a choice to preserve the
legacy of motion pictures and its original inventor.
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 17:35 Directed by Chloe Aguirre
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Saturday 7:00pm
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LITTLE NATIONS

Follow a momentous piece of mail as it travels through the hands and into the worlds
of young people from a rich array of cultures that constitute Chicago’s Rogers Park
neighborhood. Coming to a poignant climax, it illuminates the true multicultural spirit of
America.
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 14:09 Directed by Maria Allred
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Saturday 4pm

LIVESTOCK ON THE LAND

In broad-brush, “Livestock on the Land” is a story about regenerative grazing and its
promise for the Iowa landscape. Up close, however, it’s a story about people – the
farmers driven by love of family, land and livestock to seek more resilient solutions, and
the community that emerges when livestock are on the land.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 01:17:31 Directed by Nick Ohde
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Friday 4:00pm
Patchwork
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Sunday 11:25am
Green Farm

Selling Homes, Not Houses.

LOST IN BERLIN

(563) 380-8911

1513 Laurel Drive, Decorah, Iowa 52101

A son races against time to understand his family’s complicated past before his mother’s
fading memory threatens to close the door forever. His intensive research and editing
make for a very professional film.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 1:43:04 Directed by Rodney S. Martel
Convergence Ciderworks, Saturday 4pm

THE MASTER BREWER

This is a magical comeback story about a boy from a working class family who developed
the most famous food of Finland: Lapin Kulta beer. Uplifting and beautiful, this film
shows how people living far from the centers of global power can still survive and
prosper.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 26:00 Directed by Antti Haase
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Friday 7:55pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Saturday 1pm
N

MISSION: JOY

In their final joint mission, these self-described mischievous brothers give a master class
in how to create joy in a world that was never easy for them. His Holiness the Dalai Lama
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu share their humor, wisdom and affection for each other
in the film companion of The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in A Changing World.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 1:30 Directors: Louie Psihoyos, Peggy Callahan
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Friday 1:20pm
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Sunday 1:15pm

NAVIGATING THRU

This film follows the journey of several women as they hike 2,200 miles along the
Appalachian Trail.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 1:27:45 Directed by Lindsay Taylor Jackson
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Friday 4:05pm
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Saturday 10:25am

THE NEED TO GROW

Pioneers of cutting-edge technology fight to localize sustainable food systems and
regenerate Earth’s dying soils.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 1:36 Directed by Rob Herring and Ryan Wirick
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Saturday 4:20pm
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THE NEW ABOLITIONISTS

Follow four non-governmental organizations throughout Southeast Asia as they fight to end
human sex trafficking.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 01:38:35 Directed by Christina Zorich
Impact Coffee, Saturday 4:10pm
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Sunday 11:15am

ON THE EDGE

The extraordinary story of Avner, a world champion in skydiving and base jumping.
Following a jumping accident, he found himself on the ground in search of new meaning in
his life.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 52:33 Directed by Rina Papish
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Friday 7pm
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Sunday 11:30am

OUT LOUD

The stakes are high for members of the Trans Chorus of Los Angeles as they prepare for
their public concert debut. This film chronicles the first season of the historic ensemble,
the largest group of transgender and gender nonconforming people anywhere in the world
who regularly sing together.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 52:00 Directed by Gail Willumsen
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Friday 1:20pm

PLANTS HAVE WINGS

We get a look at the pollination process, our reliance on the pollinators and the plants they
visit and, in turn, their reliance on us. This episode from the Connectivity Project features
the story of an inspired bicyclist who is a champion for monarch butterflies.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 16:26 Directed by Rose Madrone
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Saturday 4pm

QAFAS

Rising tensions within and outside their home threaten to tear apart a family of four in
Aleppo, during the Syrian War.
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 11:34 Directed by Dayna Li
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Friday 7pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Sunday 1pm

THE QUIET

When an astronaut ponders the tranquility of space, he comes upon a startling selfrealization. If the truth is written in the stars, what will he uncover?
ANIMATION Run time: 10:00 Directed by Radheya Jegatheva
Convergence Ciderworks, Saturday 1pm
Impact Coffee, Saturday 4pm

RIBEIRA

An old lady living in the Ribeira area of Porto is taken by a giant fish on a dream-like journey
through the beauties of the riverside. Fernanda has a life changing realization that she’s not
as happy as she could be and starts doing more of what brings her joy.
ANIMATION Run time: 3:12 Directed by Pypah Santos
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Friday 1pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Saturday 1pm
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ROAD TEST

A determined high schooler is forced to drive the worst car ever during her driver’s test,
while her parents come to terms with her growing up.
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 16:00 Directed by Christian Hurley
Convergence Ciderworks, Friday 4pm
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Saturday 10am

RUTH & NICK: A CONFECTIONERY TALE

This stop-motion animated short tells the bittersweet story of Nick, a piece of candy who
falls in love with a girl who seems out of reach. This film was made by 15-year-old Carter
Rostron of Kansas City, using cardboard, construction paper, and a bunch of candy.
ANIMATION Run time: 6:21 Directed by Carter Rostron
Hotel Winneshiek Steyer Opera House, Thursday 7pm

SEANCE-ING

Meet three young girls who are mysteriously distressed over something their favorite
band has done. Is there a deeper message about shallow, privileged suburban life? Or,
just have fun with the drama of it all.
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 8:42 Directed by Alix Angelis
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Saturday 10am
Impact Coffee, Sunday 1pm

THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS

The son of a runaway slave overcomes obstacles and fights racial inequality in 1895 as
he becomes the first African-American college football player in the state of Iowa. He
attends the University of Iowa and leads the Hawkeyes to their first ever conference
championship.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 35:05
Directed by Quinn Early Underwritten by Randy and Lisa Ramlo
Impact Coffee, Saturday 1:35pm
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Sunday 1:35pm

STORM LAKE

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Art Cullen and his family fight to unite and inform their
rural Iowa farming community through their newspaper, The Storm Lake Times, even as
the paper hangs on by a thread. Twice a week they work as civic watchdogs to protect
their hometown and the legacy of credible journalism, come hell or pandemic.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 1:25
Directed by Jerry Risius and Beth Levison
Underwritten by
Daryl and Norma Jean Bosma
Hotel Winneshiek Steyer Opera House, Thursday 7pm

THOSE AMONG

Inspired by Adrienne Rich’s poem, “There must be those among whom we can sit down
and weep and still be counted as warriors.” After experiencing her own trauma, solo
adventurer and first-time filmmaker Casey Sheppard sets out on a month-long road trip
in search of answers. Featuring Decorah’s Josie Smith.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 44:50 Directed by Casey Sheppard
Impact Coffee, Friday 7:20pm followed by Filmmaker Discussion
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Saturday 1:20pm

TURTLE

Pamela Cornejo is a first-generation Ph.D. student at the University of Utah in counseling
psychology. The film follows Pamela as she reflects on her immigrant family and how
they influence who and where she is today.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 6:28 Directed by Jordan Boge
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Saturday 4pm
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TURNING MAN - 81RPM

Jürgen Leppert, also known as “Der Dreher” or “der Kreisel,” is a graduate engineer,
speaker inventor, 360 degree dancer, gifted Frisbee player. A portrait of a tough person
who still swims against the stream and the living proof that 81 years is far from too old
for hard raves.
DOCUMENTARY SHORT Run time: 13:58 Directed by Robin Trouillet
Convergence Ciderworks, Friday 4pm
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Sunday 1pm

TWOTWO

David had the dream life, but it collapses when he loses his job, can’t find any other
work, and can’t pay his rent. When he meets a homeless man, he is introduced to a new
world. There he meets the mysterious and beautiful Twotwo, a girl with a number for a
name, who likes artists and has unique powers to help them.
NARRATIVE FEATURE Run time: 01:28 Directed by Jun Hoskulds
Impact Coffee, Saturday 4:10pm

UNCLE ZSIGA

This is an understated study of the contemplation of forgiveness. Or rather, the
possibility of such an act. Regretful of the past, an aging Hungarian man musters up the
courage to emigrate to America to confront his long-lost daughter. Is he able to forgive
himself?
NARRATIVE SHORT Run time: 10:48 Directed by Edit Jakab
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Saturday 4pm
T-Bock’s Upstairs, Sunday 11am

WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER

During divisive times in America, a man sets off on a cross-country bicycle journey,
with no food, no money, and the hope of gaining a better understanding of the human
connection.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 1:10 Directed by Daniel Troia
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Friday 1:40pm
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Saturday 1:40pm

WHEN LOVE BECOMES TABOO (Spanish with English subtitles)

When Bruno discovers infidelity in his relationship, he decides to explore why for some
people it is impossible to remain strictly monogamous. Fun and fascinating study of
monogamy of humans throughout history and in other animals. Spanish speakers will
likely learn more than those just reading the subtitles.
DOCUMENTARY FEATURE Run time: 1:21 Directed by Demian Saldaña
Hotel Winneshiek Ballroom, Friday 4:10pm

THE WINTER

Walking in a snowy forest, a peasant sees an unusual deer and goes to follow it. The
deer allures him and the peasant even wants to catch it. Xin Li is a Chinese-born
animator and filmmaker who specializes in the traditional method of paint-on-glass
stop-motion animation.
ANIMATION Run time: 5:00 Directed by Xin Li
T-Bock’s Downstairs, Friday 4pm
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